25 Years Hetty Denen Foundation in a nutshell
Week 1: The start of something beautiful!
We take you back in time, more than 25 years, to 1994. Hetty travels with Joost to Zambia for her work in
community development. She wants to help children and women in need.
Within the year this comes to an abrupt end, Hetty dies in a car accident. During her funeral, people
generously donate for Hetty's ideals. The idea arises, to start up a foundation. When first establishing the
foundation, the founders could not have dreamed of the essential difference it could make.
The start of something beautiful!
December 24, 1994 - the day of our sister Hetty's death.
It seemed impossible to live without her, to never to be “the five of us” again.
It is an unbelievably great loss. Hetty had such a strong desire to make a difference for the people of Zambia.
A ray of hope for us in the past 25 years, has been the foundation where loved ones continue to work with her
ideals in mind; building schools and hospitals for a better future, for a spark of happiness.
Hetty would be proud, proud of what has been accomplished.
We, her sisters, are also incredibly proud of the tireless and loving efforts of our mom, Joost, Suzanne and
others. Hetty's name will forever live on in Zambia!
And we continue to hope for a future with many good things for many children in Zambia.
In our hearts, forever “the five of us”.
Hetty’s sisters
We take you on a journey to Zambia: a country with a temperate
tropical climate, a savannah landscape with good agricultural soil
and minerals such as copper for export. When we drive through
the treeless grassy plains we see groups of school-age children in
uniforms hitchhiking along the road side. Knowing that there are
also many more children whose parents cannot afford the school
uniform and therefore cannot go to school.
In Shimabala, at a farm with many farm workers at work, stands
an old drafty barn with a thatched roof with many holes. An
incidence of light Rembrandt would envy. It is in this barn where
volunteers teach the children of those farm workers. There is no
other school for many miles around.
We meet Sonia, a retired English school teacher living in Zambia. She wants to work with the Zambians and
help them to further develop their community. We share her view for the need of a new school and a good
education. This is how the foundation's first major project starts: helping with the construction of a school
with three classrooms, four toilets and a small house for the teachers.
The start of something beautiful!
In the meantime, the foundation also has contacts with orphanages. These orphanages are often used as
“Transfer houses” for children who have been neglected, abused, or abandoned. Often these children
directly or indirectly come in contact with the police, who then take them to an orphanage. It's not the
intention for the children to stay in an orphanage for a very long time, but in the unfortunate reality, some
children stay there for months and sometimes even a year.
As a foundation we support these orphanages by bringing stuffed animals and clothing.
Again the start of something beautiful!
Will you help? Please share these messages and donate! For donations, use the Tikkie or the PayPal link.
Watch for week 2 of our history next week. www.hettydenenzambia.com

